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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:   

Eric Somers, somers@sandbookstudio.com  •  914.434.5619  OR 

Bruce Lazarus, brucelazarus2K@yahoo.com    

Reviewers for established publications or classical radio stations are invited to contact Mr. Somers for a review 
copy of this recording. 

 

NEW CD FEATURES MUSIC INSPIRED BY CATALOGUE OF STAR CLUSTERS AND NEBULAE 

  
 The Sandbook Studio announces the release of a series of impressionistic piano pieces based on a 

famous astronomical text.    

 Composed by Bruce Lazarus between 2004 and 2011, “Messier Catalogue of Star Clusters and 

Nebulae” is a series of  piano pieces based on the work of Charles Messier (1730-1817), a French astronomer 

who compiled a list of approximately 110 diffuse objects in the night sky, objects which in Messier’s day were 

often confused with comets but are now known as nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and immense patches of 

interstellar gas. The Messier Catalogue is still in common use today. Recent Hubble telescope photos of Messier 

objects reveal vistas of extraordinary beauty and also great variation in energy patterning – spiraling, floating, 

exploding, diffusing – which strongly suggest musical variations in rhythm, texture, formal design, and melodic 

elements. 

 The recording, which was produced by The Sandbook Studio, is presented on the Composer’s 

Concordance Label and Distributed as a CD and download by Naxos of America.  According to the producer 

and engineer of the recording, Eric Somers, “Mr. Lazarus has created impressionistic piano pieces, inspired by 

Charles Messier, that recall the impressionism of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century composer, 

Claude Debussy,  but which use a contemporary, though very accessible, tonal palette.  It should have broad 

appeal to classical music lovers and to those interested in astronomy.  And for those with interests in both, this 

is definitely a “must have” album.”  

 Bruce Lazarus’ works include music for solo piano, chamber ensemble, voice, chorus, and theater. He 

studied composition at Juilliard with Vincent Persichetti and Andrew Thomas, and piano with Donald Waxman. 
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He has a life-long fascination with astronomy and has frequently used astronomical imagery for his more 

descriptive works. Bruce Lazarus describes his music as “concise, architectural, contemporary, and in turn 

meditative, humorous, moody, and exuberant.”  

 Composers Concordance Records presents thematically-related recordings of modern music produced 

with the latest developments in studio precision. CCR is developing new concepts of what an album can be, 

bringing new music and new media together to a new level of cross-genre transcendence. According to the 

label, “Our goal is simple...good music recorded well, pushing the boundaries of sound and composition.”   

 “Messier Catalogue of Star Clusters and Nebulae” was recorded on a Bechstein piano at the Church of 

Saint Luke in the Fields, New York City. 

 


